
Professor Shini Somara 
Professor Shini Somara is an engineer, broadcaster, author and public voice for science 
and engineering. She is Professor for the Public Understanding of Engineering and 
Science at Brunel University of London. 

A Chartered Mechanical Engineer with a Doctor of Engineering in Computational Fluid 
Dynamics, Shini began her career in engineering research and industry before moving into 
television and digital media. For more than 20 years, she has worked as a producer, presenter 
and reporter, translating complex science, engineering and technology into compelling stories 
for audiences around the world. 

Her broadcasting career spans the BBC, Channel 4, PBS Digital, Al Jazeera, Sky, UKTV, 
Discovery and CGTN. She has presented and produced programmes covering physics, 
engineering, technology and innovation, and hosted the highly viewed YouTube series Crash 
Course Physics and Crash Course Engineering, which have collectively reached more than 70 
million views. 

Shini is also the author of eight STEM books. Her latest, Scientists Making a Difference, 
introduces readers to 46 scientists and the human stories behind their work. Her previous book, 
Engineers Making a Difference, was distributed to every state secondary school in the UK 
through a partnership with Imperial College London and Gatsby Charitable Foundation, helping 
challenge outdated perceptions of engineering and broaden young people's understanding of 
who engineers are and what they do. 

Today, Shini's work sits at the intersection of engineering, science, storytelling and society. 
She is particularly interested in making science and engineering more accessible, human and 
inclusive; exploring the ethical and societal questions behind innovation; and creating 
opportunities for people to understand, question and participate in the technologies shaping 
their lives. 

As Professor for the Public Understanding of Engineering and Science at Brunel, Shini is 
developing new approaches to public engagement and exploring a question that sits at the heart 
of her work: 

How can science and engineering benefit everyone? 

Shini is Pro-Chancellor of Brunel University of London and Chair of the Strategic Advisory Board 
within its Faculty of Engineering. She is a Trustee of the Campaign for Science and Engineering 
(CaSE) and PK Porthcurno, the Global Museum of Communication, and serves on the English 
Heritage Blue Plaques Panel. She is a Fellow of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers 
(FIMechE) and an Honorary Fellow of the Institution of Engineering Designers (HonFIED). 



Her work has been recognised with the Royal Academy of Engineering Rooke Award, the 
Asian Women of Achievement Award, the STEM Champion Award, inclusion in the Top 50 
Women in Engineering, and recognition as a Royal Academy of Engineering Role Model. 
She also holds an Honorary Doctorate from Brunel University London. 

Across television, books, speaking and public engagement, Shini's aim is consistent: 

to make science and engineering human, understandable and useful to society. 
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